
 

SELLING MOTOR VEHICLES UNDER THE UNCOLLECTED GOODS ACT 

 
Have MV assessed by an independent valuer and retain a copy of the assessment.  What is the value? 

 
Less than $200 $200 - $999 $1,000 - $6,999 $7,000 or more 

Give written notice of 
your intention to sell 
the MV to the owner 

personally or send it to 
the owner’s last known 
address by registered 

post and retain the 
receipt 

Give written notice of your intention to sell 
the MV to the owner personally or send it to 

the owner’s last known address by 
registered post and retain the receipt 

After 3 months place a copy of 
the notice in the NT News  

Obtain certificate from Police 
stating that MV is not stolen 

Give written notice of your 
intention to sell the MV to Police

Yes Yes 

Is the owner of the 
MV contactable? 

Is the owner of the 
MV contactable? 

Is the owner of the 
MV contactable? 

Need a court order to 
dispose of MV 

Sell MV and give a receipt to the purchaser with the following details: 
- your name, address and date of birth 
- your business name, address and ABN 
- MV number plate, VIN and name of the MV owner 
- purchaser's name, address and date of birth 
- date of sale and sale price 
- statement that the vehicle was disposed of under Uncollected Goods Act 
- signed by you and the purchaser 

Proceeds of the sale can be used to pay any outstanding service fees, 
including reasonable storage costs, and to cover the cost of selling the MV 

 
If any money is left over it must be paid to the Department of Justice – 

contact Consumer Affairs 1800 019 319 

Make a record of the sale with the following details: 

No No Yes 

Give oral or written 
notice of your intention 

to sell the MV to the 
owner personally or 

send it to the owner’s 
last known address 

Wait 2 months before 
selling MV  

Wait 28 days 
before selling MV  

Wait 28 days before selling MV

The notice that you send to 
the owner, give to the police 
and place in the NT News 
must contain the following: 

- your name 
- a description of the MV 
- the address where the MV 

can be collected 
- details of any outstanding 

service fees 
- the date you intend selling 

the MV 
- the amount of money you 

will keep to cover service 
fees, storage costs and the 
sale costs 

- a description of the MV including MV number plate and VIN 
- the date the notice was given to the owner Consumer Affairs does not 

provide legal advice and provides 
no assurance as to the legal 

accuracy of this flowchart.  If you 
are unsure, you should seek 
independent advice or refer 

directly to the Uncollected Goods 
Act or phone Consumer Affairs on 

1800 019 319 

- how the notice was given to the owner 
- purchaser's name, address and date of birth 
- date of sale and sale price 
- the amount of money you kept to cover the outstanding service fees, the 

cost of selling the MV and how these amounts were calculated 
- the amount of money paid to the Department of Justice and the date paid
 

*This record must be kept for 3 years* 


