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CONSUMER AFFAIRS
BANNED POOL SKIMMER BOXES

Does your swimming pool or spa have a ‘potty seat’ style skimmer box or filter
inlet without a fixed protective lid? If yes, you could be placing children at
severe risk of injury.

PROHIBITED

This type of skimmer box/filter inlet has been
prohibited from sale in the Northern Territory since
1985 due to the high risk of injury posed to children.

Despite the ban, older Territory residences may still
have these types of filter inlets in their
backyardpool, and may be unaware of the potential
dangers.

Problems occur when a child sits in the recess. The pump suction seal the buttocks
around the strainer basket allowing the suction to act on the child’s internal organs,
which can result in severe internal injuries, including disembowelment.

These injuries have previously resulted in the death of a number of children.

MODIFICATIONS

YOU are responsible for ensuring your backyard
pool or spa is safe.

Fact Sheet

Make your pool or spa safe NOW by arranging for
modifications to be carried out whereby a
permanent protective lid is fixed to the filter inlet.

Manufacturers or repairers of fibreglass pools are
able to carry out this work for approximately $300.

For further information contact Consumer Affairs
Old Admiralty Towers, 68 The Esplanade, GPO Box 1722, Darwin NT 0801
Ph: 08 8999 1999 - Fax: 08 8935 7727
or
Level 1, Belvedere House, Parsons Street, PO Box 1745 Alice Springs NT 0871
Telephone: 08 8951 8606 Fax: 08 8951 5442

or phone 1800 019 319
Email: consumer@nt.gov.au Web site: consumeraffairs.nt.gov.au

General Disclaimer: The material contained in this publication is intended for use as a guide and for general information only. It is not intended to
be a substitute for independent professional advice. The Northern Territory Department of Justice accepts no responsibility or liability for the
correctness, accuracy and completeness of any of the material contained in this publication and recommends that users of this publication exercise
their own skill, care and judgment in the application of the information contained in the publication.




